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TILAK MAHARASHTRA VIDYAPEETH, PUNE 
BACHELOR OF COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (B.C.A.)   

EXAMINATION : APRIL – MAY 2015 
FIRST SEMESTER 

Sub: Basic English (BCA - 123)  

Date  : 20/05/2015  Total Marks :  80 Time: 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Instructions: 

1. All questions are compulsory unless and otherwise stated. 

2. Bold figures to the right of every question are the maximum marks for that question. 

3. Candidates are advised to attempt questions in order. 

4. Answers written illegibly are likely to be marked zero. 

5. Use of scientific calculators, Log tables, Mollier Charts is allowed. 

6. Draw neat and labelled diagrams wherever necessary. 

SECTION I 

Q. 1   Write an essay in  200-250 words on the following. (Any 1)  (15) 
1. Good communication skills are necessary for survival in the workplace. 

2. A bus journey. 

3. Life in today's technological age and life before two centuries. 

 

Q. 2 A) Write a letter on any one of the following.  (5) 
1. Your cousin has decided to join engineering course.  But he is unable to decide on 

the branch to apply for.  Write a letter telling him what you consider to be the best 

choice and give reasons for it. 

2. Your uncle is planning to computerise his cargo business and he needs your advice. 

Write a letter to your uncle trying to give detailed information about the uses of 

computerisation and how to go about. 

 

 B)   Write a letter to the Editor, Sakal Times, complaining about the use of loudspeakers  (10) 

  during examinations. Give few suggestions to overcome this problem.  

                 

Q.3  A) Write a précis/Summary of the following passage of about one third of the original (15) 

  passage. Give a suitable title. 
  E-mail is an electronic mail that can be immediately sent to any computer in the 

world.  It is the fastest and the most economical means of communication.  Today, 

most of the communication in the world takes place via e-mail.  After electronic 

revolution, India is also fast catching up the Western world in using this email 

communication.  It has also become an acceptable form in official communications. E-

business and E-commerce is a generalization covering the process of trading over the 

Internet, e.g. the establishment of a website, assembling a catalogue and credit card 

processing to enable sales, or the ability to collect data from customers to close a sale 

via other means.  Creation and promotion of a website is the first step in becoming a 

serious online concern and is now considered a vital part of any companies continued 

viability. The business world of today requires you to have an interactive web 

representation, because if you don't, your competitors will. 

        

OR 
 B) Read the  passage carefully and answer the following questions. 

        An adequate supply of fresh water: water containing a minimum of dissolved minerals 

is essentials to life.  Without water both plants and animals perish.  We know that natural 

water supplies on land depend ultimately upon nature's own purification system, namely the 

B 
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evaporation of surface water and its subsequent precipitation as rain, sleet and snow.  In 

many parts of the world dams and wells have shown how the problem of water can be 

solved by conserving it.  There are, however, some areas where there is a serious shortage 

of water.  The problem is is particularly acute on the comparatively small densely populated 

islands such as Hong Kong.  An increase in the demand for water shows how this shortage 

becomes acute.  There is a continuing need to produce more to satisfy the appetite of the 

world's ever growing populations, and this can be achieved by irrigating and cultivating 

semi-desert regions ---- desert where natural rainfall is slight.  A high consumption of water 

and fuel per head indicates that the standard of living of a community is high.  As living 

standards are rising in many parts of the world, so too is the demand for water. 

        Some years ago it became clear that the demand for fresh water would eventually 

outstrip natural supplies.  This warned the engineers that while the search for the few 

remaining sites for reservoirs and boreholes could continue, scientists must investigate 

possible methods of producing fresh water from the greatest natural reservoir, the sea. 

        The first experiments imitated the natural method of desalting sea water, namely to 

evaporate the water.  The dissolved salts remain and only the water evaporates when sea 

water is heated.  When salt water is cooled down to temperatures slightly below 0°C, only 

the water freezes to form ice.  The dissolved salts remain in solution.  So if the ice can be 

separated from the unfrozen brine, fresh water can be produced by melting the ice. 

         All together there are about 20 different methods which are used by scientists to desalt 

sea water.   

 

  Questions :-  

1) What is the central idea of the passage?                  (3)                
2) Why are the dams built?                                    (2) 

3) Why is it necessary to irrigate and cultivate the semi-desert regions of the world?     (2) 
4) What is it that indicates a high standard of living of a community? (2) 

5) What prompted the scientists to investigate possible methods of producing  

fresh water from the sea? (2) 

6) What happens when salt water is cooled to temperatures below 0°C?                 (1)                            
7) Find out words from the passage which mean the following  (3) 

1) grow          2) urgent       3) store of water.                                    

 

Q. 4 A) Write synonyms of Any Five from below. (5) 
1) Bright 

2) Courage 

3) Entire 

4) Rude 

5) Ordinary 

6) Acute 

 

 B) Write Antonyms of Any Five from below. (5) 
1) Sharp 

2) Rare 

3) Tough 

4) Virtue 

5) Miserable 

6) Necessity 

 

C) Fill in the blank with the correct form of the words. (5)   
1) ______ people are a nuisance to the whole society.  (Idle, Idol) 

2) His reaction on the issue was quite _____.  (right, rite) 

3) We shall move on to ______ if the meal is over. (dessert, desert) 

4) The _____ on the hill top was selected for putting up windmills.  (site, sight) 

5) He was walking with an unsteady _____. (gait, gate) 

 



 

Basic English (BCA - 123) AD/I 3/3 

SECTION II 

Q.5 A) Identify the part of speech of the underlined words (Any Five) (5) 
1) The house was burgles while we were out. 

2) He hates washing the dishes. 

3) He made copies of many famous paintings. 

4) German cars are known for their reliability. 

5) The flowers were artistically arranged. 

 

 B) Do as directed. (10)   
1) The secretary was given a pay raise.  (Change into active voice) 

2) I saw ____ hawker selling his wares in the street. (insert an article) 

3) We went to Germany ______ air.  ( use preposition) 

4) You haven't heard the news.    (add question tag) 

5) He said "I have read this novel".  (Change into Indirect speech) 

6) Someone stole the painting from the museum.  (Change into passive voice) 

7) Darjeeling is the most beautiful place I have seen.  ( Change the degree) 

8) Why worry about what people say?  (Change into Assertive) 

9) This is indeed a great pleasure.  (Make it Exclamatory sentence) 

10) The boy was too clever to be caught.  (Use so----that) 

 

 C) Change the tense of the verb given in the bracket as required. (Any Five)  (5) 
1) I ___________ Kashmir last summer.  (visit) 

2) I ___________ for his reply for two weeks now.  (wait) 

3) Every morning I  ________ the newspaper.  (read) 

4) The President ___________ for about half an hour when the trouble started. (speak) 

5) Seshu  __________for leave of absence.  (apply) 

  


